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APPARATUS FOR MONITORING THE PROPER OPERATION OF 
COMPONENTS OF AN ELECTRICAL SYSTEM CARRYING OUT 
5 THE SAME OR MUTUALLY CORRESPONDING ACTIONS 

Background of the Invention : 
Field of the Invention : 
The present invention relates to an apparatus for monitoring 
,1,0 the proper operation of components of an electrical system 
that carry out the same or mutually corresponding actions. 

|y Systems which have a plurality of components that carry out 

the same or mutually corresponding actions are, in particular, 
v ll5 failsafe systems or fault -tolerant systems. 

The system components that carry out the same or mutually 
corresponding actions and which, in the simplest case, are 
identically constructed and identically operated system 
20 components (for example identically constructed and 

identically operated microprocessors or microcontrollers) , 
make it possible to detect faults which occur in the system 
components and to react to them in such a way that the system 
can continue to operate without faults or is deactivated. 

25 
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The check as to whether a fault has occurred in one of the 
plurality of system components that carry out the same or 
mutually corresponding actions is generally carried out by a 
check being made as to whether these system components supply 
identical or mutually corresponding results or intermediate 
results . 

This check can be carried out 

■ with monitoring devices integrated into the system 
components to be checked; or 

■ with a common monitoring device for all the system 
components, whereby the common device is provided 
outside the system components to be checked. 

When one of the monitoring devices determines that the data to 
be compared with one another (selected results or intermediate 
results from the system components to be monitored, or data 
representing these) differ from one another or do not 
correspond with one another, 

■ the faulty system component is deactivated and, if 
appropriate, replaced by one of the other system 
components (in the case of fault- tolerant systems) ; or 
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■ the entire system is deactivated (in the case of 
failsafe systems) . 

As a result, it is possible to avoid a fault in one of the 
system components leading to a failure of the system and/or 
threatening the safety of the system. 

However, experience shows that this is not ensured reliably 
under all conditions. 

Summary of the Invention : 

The object of the present invention is to provide an apparatus 
of monitoring the proper functioning of the components of an 
electrical system which overcomes the above-noted deficiencies 
and disadvantages of the prior art devices and methods of this 
general kind, and which enables reliable detection, under all 
circumstances, whether and if appropriate which system 
component is operating in a faulty manner. 

With the above and other objects in view there is provided, in 
accordance with the invention, in an electrical system with a 
plurality of system components carrying out the same or 
mutually corresponding actions, an apparatus for monitoring a 
proper operation of the plurality of components of the 
electrical system. The apparatus comprises a plurality of 
dedicated monitoring devices each assigned to a respective one 
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of the system components to be monitored, each of the 
dedicated monitoring devices being operable independently of 
the respective system component to be monitored. 

5 In other words, the apparatus according to the invention is 
distinguished by the fact that each of the system components 
to be monitored is assigned at least one dedicated monitoring 
device that can be operated independently of the system 
components to be monitored. 

10 

'-,<£ fact that a large number of monitoring devices is provided 

,y; to monitor the system components to be monitored means that - 
rtj as distinct from the provision of only a single, common 
■3 monitoring device for all system components - it cannot occur, 
i4 or at least not automatically, that a malfunction of a 

monitoring device results in complete failure of the system or 

of the monitoring. 

The fact that the monitoring devices can be operated 
20 independently of the system components to be monitored means 
that - as distinct from the integration of the monitoring 
devices into the system components to be monitored - it cannot 
occur, or in any case not automatically, that a fault in a 
system component to be monitored simultaneously results in a 
25 malfunction of the associated monitoring device. 
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In accordance with an added feature of the invention, the 
monitoring devices are connected to receive monitoring data 
from the respectively associated system component and are 
configured to compare monitoring data received from the 
5 respectively associated system component and from other system 
components or from other monitoring devices, for determining 
whether or not the respectively associated system component is 
operating properly. 



10 In accordance with an additional feature of the invention, the 
^ monitoring devices examine the monitoring data received from 
% the system components and to decide whether the monitoring 
m data meet predefined conditions. 

IS In accordance with another feature of the invention, the 
''■j monitoring devices check whether the monitoring data received 
! " from the system components to be monitored and/or from the 

monitoring devices associated therewith agree or correspond to 

one another. 

20 

In accordance with a further feature of the invention, the 
monitoring devices check whether the monitoring data received 
from the system components to be monitored and/ or from the 
monitoring devices associated therewith are in a predetermined 
25 ratio or a predetermined relationship with one another. 
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In accordance with again an added feature of the invention, 
the monitoring devices check whether the monitoring data 
received from the system components to be monitored and/or 
from the monitoring devices associated therewith are 
5 predetermined data. 

In accordance with again an additional feature of the 
invention, if a given monitoring device concludes that the 
monitoring data from one of the system components do not meet 

10 the predefined condition, the relevant system component is 
made to stop operating. In accordance with again another 
feature of the invention, the respective monitoring device is 

m configured to stop an operation of the relevant system 

;= component . 

IS 

^ In accordance with a specific embodiment of the invention, the 
system components to be monitored are constructed and operated 
to only process a given task when an enable signal is present. 
That is, the system components to be monitored are constructed 
20 and operated in such a way that they only fulfill or continue 
the task which they are actually obliged to carry out when an 
enable signal is fed to them. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the invention, 
25 the enable signal is generated by the monitoring device 
associated with the system component to be monitored. 
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In accordance with again a further feature of the invention, 
the enable signal is formed by a logical combination of 
control signals which are generated and output by the 
5 monitoring devices associated with a respective system 

component depending on whether the monitoring data output by 
the system component meet the predefined conditions or not. 

In accordance with yet an added feature of the invention, the 
10 system components to be monitored are program-controlled 
units . 

i4j In accordance with yet an additional feature of the invention, 
!= the system components to be monitored are a constituent part 
iS of various bus units of a bus system. Specifically, the 
jjl monitoring devices are a constituent part of the 
f5B communications controllers of the bus units, by means of which 
data to be transmitted to other bus units are output on the 
bus, and by means of which data transmitted to the relevant 
2 0 bus unit via the bus are accepted. 

In accordance with yet again an additional feature of the 
invention, the bus units containing the system components to 
be monitored are connected to one another via a plurality of 
25 buses. In accordance with a specific feature of the invention, 
the bus units contain a number of communications controllers 
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corresponding to the number of buses via which they are 
connected to one another, each communications controller being 
connected to a different bus. 

5 In accordance with a concomitant feature of the invention, a 
monitoring device is provided in each of the communications 
controllers . 

In summary, with the novel apparatus it is therefore possible 
10 to detect reliably, under all circumstances, whether and, if 
v ~ appropriate, which of the system components to be monitored is 

operating in a faulty manner. 

Other features which are considered as characteristic for the 
is invention are set forth in the appended claims. 

Although the invention is illustrated and described herein as 
embodied in an arrangement for monitoring the proper operation 
of components of an electrical system that carry out the same 
20 or mutually corresponding actions, it is nevertheless not 
intended to be limited to the details shown, since various 
modifications and structural changes may be made therein 
without departing from the spirit of the invention and within 
the scope and range of equivalents of the claims. 

25 
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The construction and method of operation of the invention, 
however, together with additional objects and advantages 
thereof will be best understood from the following description 
of specific embodiments when read in connection with the 
5 accompanying drawings . 

Brief Description of the Drawings : 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a system with a first 
exemplary embodiment of the apparatus according to the 
10 invention for monitoring the proper operation of components of 
'fd an electrical system that carry out the same or mutually 
]=~ corresponding actions; and 

■* Fig. 2 is a block diagram of a system with a second exemplary 
IS embodiment of the apparatus for monitoring the proper 
J! operation of components of an electrical system that carry out 
the same or mutually corresponding actions. 

Description of the Preferred Embodiments : 

20 The arrangement described below is intended, in the example 
considered, to ensure the proper function of an antilock 
braking system in a motor vehicle. More precisely, it is 
intended to monitor whether components of the antilock braking 
system that carry out equal or mutually corresponding actions 

25 are actually carrying out or will carry out the same or 
mutually corresponding actions. 
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The components that carry out the same or mutually- 
corresponding actions are, in particular, 

■ identically constructed and identically operated system 
components, or 

■ system components which, although not identically 
constructed and/or identically operated, supply the same 
or mutually corresponding results or intermediate 
results, or 

■ system components which, although they do not supply the 
same or mutually corresponding results or intermediate 
results, develop the same or mutually corresponding 
effects . 

The apparatus described herein is distinguished by the fact 
that each of the system components to be monitored is assigned 
at least one dedicated monitoring device that can be operated 
independently of the system components to be monitored. 
The monitoring devices 

■ receive suitable monitoring data from the system 
components to be monitored in order to check proper 
operation, 
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■ check whether these monitoring data satisfy predefined 
conditions, 

■ on the basis of the result of the check, define whether 
and if appropriate which of the system components to be 
monitored are operating in a faulty manner, and 

■ ensure that the faulty system components or the entire 
system no longer continue to operate, if a fault has been 
detected. 

Referring now to the figures of the drawing in detail and 
first, particularly, to Fig. 1 thereof, there is seen a system 
wherein each system component to be monitored is assigned a 
monitoring unit. 

The system components to be monitored and the monitoring 
devices associated with these are, in the example being 
considered, a constituent part of various units connected to 
one another via a bus . 

The system shown in Fig. 1 comprises a bus BUS and bus units 
BUI, BU2 and BU3 connected via the bus. Each of the bus units 
BUI, BU2 and BU3 contain a program- controlled unit designated 
by the reference symbols C0RE1, CORE 2 and CORE 3 , and a 
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communications controller designated by the reference symbols 
C0MM1 , C0MM2 and C0MM3 . 

For completeness, it should be understood that any desired 
number of further bus units can be connected to the bus BUS, 
and the further bus units may have any desired construction 
and any desired function. 

The program-controlled units CORE1, CORE 2 and CORE 3 are, for 
example, microprocessors, microcontrollers, or signal 
processors. These program- controlled units C0RE1, CORE2 and 
CORE 3 are identically constructed in the example being 
considered and are identically operated. 

The monitoring devices carrying out the monitoring of the 
program-controlled units C0RE1, CORE 2 and CORE3 are a 
constituent part of the communications controllers COMM1, 
C0MM2 and C0MM3 . Put more precisely, 

■ the monitoring device monitoring the program- controlled 
unit C0RE1 is a constituent part of the communications 
controller C0MM1, 

■ the monitoring device monitoring the program- controlled 
unit CORE 2 is a constituent part of the communications 
controller C0MM2, and 
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■ the monitoring device monitoring the program- controlled 
unit C0RE3 is a constituent part of the communications 
controller C0MM3 . 



5 The communications controllers C0MM1, C0MM2 and C0MM3 are used 
to output data to be transferred to other bus units onto the 
bus BUS, and to accept data transmitted to the relevant bus 
unit from other bus units via the bus BUS. In the figures, 
only the monitoring devices contained in the communications 

10 controllers are illustrated. The construction, the function 
and the mode of action of the actual communications 

' m controllers are known and do not require any more detailed 

ry explanation. 



I'd The communications controllers COMM1, COMM2 and COMM3 each 
'if contain a first storage device SI (memory SI) , a second 

f ™ storage device S2 (memory S2) , a third storage device S3 
(memory S3), a comparison device C (comparator C) and a 
decision device D (logic unit D) , are connected via an input 

20 terminal INI and an output terminal OUT1 to the associated 
(located in the same bus unit) program- controlled unit, and 
are connected via input terminals IN2 and IN3 , an output 
terminal OUT2 and an input and output terminal IO to the bus 
BUS. 
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The monitoring device contained in the first communications 
controller C0MM1 



- receives monitoring data from the program-controlled unit 
5 C0RE1 associated with it via the input terminal INI, and 

stores these data in the first storage device SI, 

- receives monitoring data originating from the second 
program-controlled unit C0RE2 and transmitted via the bus 

10 BUS from the second communications controller COMM2 , via the 

- input terminal IN2 , and stores these data in the second 

storage device S2, 

i-; - receives monitoring data originating from the third program - 
t§ controlled unit CORE3 and transmitted via the bus BUS from 

^ the third communications controller COMM3 , via the input 

r "° terminal IN3 , and stores these data in the third storage 

device S3, 

20 - transmits the monitoring data obtained from the program- 
controlled unit CORE1 associated with it and stored in the 
first storage device SI, via the output terminal OUT2 and 
the bus BUS, to the second communications controller COMM2 
and to the third communications controller COMM3 , 

25 
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checks, by means of the comparison device C, whether the 
monitoring data stored in the storage devices SI to S3 meet 
predefined conditions, 

decides, by means of the decision device D, on the basis of 
the result of the comparison carried out by the comparison 
device C, whether the associated program- controlled unit 
C0RE1 remains operating or may continue to operate or must 
be deactivated, 

controls, via the output terminal OUT1, the associated 
program- controlled unit C0RE1 in accordance with the 
decision made by the decision device D, 

transmits the decision made by the decision device D, via 
the input and output terminal 10 and the bus BUS, to the 
second communications controller C0MM2 and to the third 
communications controller C0MM3 , and 

receives, via the input and output terminal 10, the 
decisions which have been made by the decision devices D 
contained in the communications controllers COMM2 and C0MM3 
and are transmitted to the first communications controller 
COMM1 by the communications controllers COMM2 and COMM3 . 
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The monitoring device contained in the second communications 
controller COMM2 



- receives monitoring data from the program- controlled unit 
5 CORE 2 associated with it via the input terminal INI, and 

stores these data in the first storage device SI, 

- receives monitoring data originating from the first program- 
controlled unit C0RE1 and transmitted via the bus BUS from 

10 the first communications controller COMM1, via the input 

-if terminal IN2 , and stores these data in the second storage 

device S2 , 

~ - receives monitoring data originating from the third program - 
151 controlled unit CORE 3 and transmitted via the bus BUS from 

^ the third communications controller COMM3 , via the input 

terminal IN3 , and stores these data in the third storage 
device S3, 

2 0 - transmits the monitoring data obtained from the program- 
controlled unit CORE 2 associated with it and stored in the 
first storage device SI, via the output terminal OUT2 and 
the bus BUS, to the first communications controller COMM1 
and to the third communications controller COMM3 , 

25 
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- checks, by means of the comparison device C, whether the 
monitoring data stored in the storage devices SI to S3 meet 
predefined conditions, 



5 - decides, by means of the decision device D, on the basis of 
the result of the comparison carried out by the comparison 
device C, whether the associated program- controlled unit 
C0RE2 remains operating or may continue to operate or must 
be deactivated, 

10 

';jf - controls, via the output terminal 0UT1, the associated 
^ program- controlled unit C0RE1 in accordance with the 

ry decision made by the decision device D, 

151 - transmits the decision made by the decision device D, via 
If the input and output terminal 10 and the bus BUS , to the 

rA first communications controller C0MM1 and to the third 

communications controller C0MM3 , and 



20 - receives, via the input and output terminal IO, the 

decisions which have been made by the decision devices D 
contained in the communications controllers COMM1 and COMM3 
and are transmitted to the second communications controller 
C0MM2 by the communications controllers C0MM1 and C0MM3 . 
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The monitoring device contained in the third communications 
controller C0MM3 



- receives monitoring data from the program- control led unit 
5 C0RE3 associated with it via the input terminal INI, and 

stores these data in the first storage device SI, 

- receives monitoring data originating from the first program- 
controlled unit C0RE1 and transmitted via the bus BUS from 

10 the first communications controller COMM1, via the input 

terminal IN2 , and stores these data in the second storage 
device S2, 

;5 - receives monitoring data originating from the second 
IS program-controlled unit CORE 2 and transmitted it via the bus 

'•■J BUS from the second communications controller COMM2, via the 

■~ input terminal IN3 , and stores these data in the third 

storage device S3, 

2 0 - transmits the monitoring data obtained from the program- 
controlled unit CORE3 associated with it and stored in the 
first storage device SI, via the output terminal 0UT2 and 
the bus BUS, to the first communications controller COMM1 
and to the second communications controller COMM2 , 

25 
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checks, by means of the comparison device C, whether the 
monitoring data stored in the storage devices SI to S3 meet 
predefined conditions, 

decides, by means of the decision device D, on the basis of 
the result of the comparison carried out by the comparison 
device C, whether the associated program-controlled unit 
CORE 3 remains operating or may continue to operate or must 
be deactivated, 

controls, via the output terminal 0UT1, the associated 
program-controlled unit C0RE3 in accordance with the 
decision made by the decision device D, 

transmits the decision made by the decision device D, via 
the input and output terminal IO and the bus BUS, to the 
first communications controller C0MM1 and to the second 
communications controller COMM2, and 

receives, via the input and output terminal 10, the 
decisions which have been made by the decision devices D 
contained in the communications controllers COMM1 and C0MM2 
and are transmitted to the third communications controller 
COMM3 by the communications controllers COMM1 and COMM2 . 



The monitoring data which the system components to be 
monitored output to the monitoring devices are data which 
permit the comparison devices C and the decision devices D to 
determine whether the system components to be monitored carry 
5 out identical or mutually corresponding actions or processes. 
They are, for example, results or intermediate results from 
the system components to be monitored, or data which represent 
these results. 

10 As mentioned above, the comparison devices C check whether the 
monitoring data from the respectively associated system 
components to be monitored meet predefined conditions. In the 
example being considered, this is done by comparing the 
monitoring data from the system components to be monitored. 

15 

The decision devices D use the comparison results to check 
whether the monitoring data from all the system components to 
be monitored are identical or correspond to one another. 

20 If the monitoring data from all the system components to be 
monitored are identical or mutually corresponding monitoring 
data, then the decision devices D conclude from this that the 
system components to be monitored carry out identical or 
mutually corresponding actions and allow the respectively 

25 associated system component to continue to operate. 
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If the control data from the system components to be monitored 
are not identical or are not mutually corresponding monitoring 
data, then the decision devices D conclude that one of the 
system components to be monitored is operating in a faulty 
5 manner. In this case, the decision devices determine which of 
the system components is operating in a faulty manner and they 
initiate action to prevent the "faulty system component" from 
continuing to operate. 

10 In the example, this was carried out by the decision devices 

^ - determining the monitoring data which were output by most 
.-. system components, 

IS - establishing that a system component which has output other 
monitoring data is operating in a faulty manner, and 

- not permitting the associated system component to continue 
to operate if it has been established that this is operating 
2 0 in a faulty manner (in the case of fault- tolerant systems) 

or deactivating all the system components if it has been 
established that one of the system components is operating 
in a faulty manner (in failsafe systems) . 

25 The risk that an existing fault will not be detected or that a 
fault will be detected which is not present at all (that one 
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of the system components or the entire system may mistakenly 
continue to operate or is deactivated) is negligibly low. 



One of the reasons for this lies in the fact that - as 
5 distinct from the provision of only a single monitoring device 
common to all the system components - it cannot occur, or in 
any case not automatically, that a monitoring device 
malfunction results in complete failure of the system or of 
the monitoring . 

10 

A further reason for this lies in the fact that - as distinct 
from the integration of the monitoring devices in the system 
components to be monitored - it cannot occur, or in any case 
not automatically, that a fault in a system component to be 
15 monitored simultaneously results in a malfunction of the 
2 associated monitoring device. 

Added to this is the fact that the decision devices D exchange 
their results via the I/O terminals of the communications 
20 controllers, and therefore even faults within the monitoring 
devices can be detected. 

It becomes extremely advantageous that the system components 
to be monitored (and the monitoring devices associated with 
25 these) are provided in different bus units, that is to say 

more or less far removed from one another. In this way, it is 
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possible to prevent unfavorable environmental conditions (for 
example an excessively high temperature, electromagnetic 
interference, an excessively high or excessively low or 
fluctuating supply voltage, etc.) in a plurality or all of the 
5 system components to be monitored and/or in a plurality or all 
of the monitoring devices causing the same and therefore 
possibly not detectable fault. 

Even more reliable monitoring of the system components to be 
jLO monitored results if the system components to be monitored are 
5 eacn assigned a plurality of monitoring devices. As a result, 

faults occurring in the system components to be monitored and 
: , in the monitoring devices associated with these can be 
'I detected with even more certainty. 
IS 

f i A system wherein the system components to be monitored are 

each assigned a plurality of dedicated monitoring devices is 
shown in Fig. 2. 

20 The system shown in Fig. 2 additionally differs from the 
system shown in Fig. 1 in that 

■ the bus units are not connected "only" via one bus but 
via a plurality of buses; and 
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■ the bus units are equipped not "only" with one 
communications controller but with a plurality of 
communications controllers (a number of communications 
controllers corresponding to the number of buses) , each 
of the communications controllers of a respective bus 
unit being assigned to a different bus. 

It should already be pointed out at this point that the 
provision of a plurality of monitoring devices for each system 
component to be monitored also proves advantageous in systems 
which do not have a plurality of buses and/or whose bus units 
do not have a plurality of communications controllers. 

The system described below and of which only an extract is 
shown in Fig. 2 contains three bus units, of which, for 
reasons of clarity, only a single bus unit BU11 is shown, and 
three buses Bl, B2, and B3 that connect the bus units. 

Each of the bus units contains a program-controlled unit, 
three communications controllers and an AND element. In the 
case of the bus unit BU11 illustrated in Fig. 2, these 
elements are designated by the reference symbols CORE11 
(program-controlled unit), C0MM11, C0MM12, C0MM13 
(communications controllers) and AND (AND element) . 
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The communications controllers C0MM11, COMM12 and COMM13 have 
the same construction as the communications controllers COMM1, 
COMM2 and C0MM3 used in the system according to Fig. 1; 
elements designated by the same reference symbols correspond 
5 to the same or mutually corresponding elements. 

Of the communications controllers provided in the bus units, 

- in each case one communications controller, more precisely 
^Lp its terminals IN2 , IN3 , OUT1 and IO, is connected to the 

first BUS Bl, 

- in each case one communications controller, more precisely 
its terminals IN2 , IN3 , OUT1 and 10, is connected to the 

15 second BUS B2 , 

- in each case one communications controller, more precisely 
its terminals IN2 , IN3 , OUT1 and IO, is connected to the 
third BUS B3 . 

20 

The input terminals INI of the respective communications 
controllers are connected to the program- controlled units 
provided in the relevant bus units. 
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The output terminals OUT1 of the respective communications 
controllers are connected to the input terminals of the AND 
element AND of the relevant bus unit . 

5 The output terminals of the AND elements AND are connected to 
the program- controlled unit provided in the respective bus 
unit; via this connection, the program-controlled unit is 
controlled (activated or left in the activated state or 
deactivated) . 

10 

Each of the communications controllers contains a monitoring 
device . 

! ; = The monitoring device contained in the first communications 
,Jj5 controller COMM11 of the bus unit BU11 

- receives monitoring data, via the input terminal INI from 
the program- controlled unit CORE11 associated with it, and 
stores these data in the first storage device SI, 

20 

- receives, via the first bus Bl and the input terminal IN2 , 
monitoring data originating from the program-controlled unit 
to be monitored and belonging to the second bus unit (not 
shown in Fig. 2) and transmitted by the first communications 

25 controller of this bus unit, and stores these data in the 

second storage device S2 , 

I 
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- receives, via the first bus Bl and the input terminal IN3 , 
monitoring data originating from the program- control led unit 
to be monitored and belonging to the third bus unit (not 

5 shown in Fig. 2) and transmitted by the first communications 

controller of this bus unit, and stores these data in the 
third storage device S3 , 

- transmits the monitoring data received by it from the 

ip program- controlled unit C0RE11 associated with it and stored 

in the first storage device SI, via the output terminal 0UT2 
and the first bus Bl, to the first communications 
controllers of the second bus unit and the third bus unit, 

15 - checks, by means of the comparison device C, whether the 

monitoring data stored in the storage devices SI to S3 meet 
predefined conditions, 

- decides, by means of the decision device D and depending on 
2 0 the result of the comparison carried out by the comparison 

device, whether the associated program-controlled unit 
CORE11 can remain in operation or continue to operate or 
must be deactivated. 
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- controls the associated program- controlled unit CORE11 via 
the output terminal 0UT1 and the AND element AND in 
accordance with the decision made by the decision device D, 



5 - transmits the decision made by the decision device D, via 
the input and output terminal IO and the first bus Bl, to 
the second communications controller C0MM2 and to the first 
communications controllers of the second bus unit and the 
third bus unit, and 

TO 

- receives, via the input and output terminal 10, the 
decisions which have been made by the decision devices D 

;• contained in the first communications controllers of the 

: second bus unit and of the third bus unit and are 

15 transmitted by the respective communications controllers, 

": via the first bus Bl, to the first bus unit BU11. 

The monitoring device contained in the second communications 
controller C0MM12 

20 

- receives monitoring data, via the input terminal INI from 
the program-controlled unit CORE11 associated with it, and 
stores these data in the first storage device SI, 



25 



receives, via the second bus B2 and the input terminal IN2 , 
monitoring data originating from the program-controlled unit 
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to be monitored and belonging to the second bus unit and 
transmitted by the second communications controller of this 
bus unit, and stores these data in the second storage device 
S2, 

receives, via the second bus B2 and the input terminal IN3 , 
monitoring data originating from the program-controlled unit 
to be monitored and belonging to the third bus unit and 
transmitted by the second communications controller of this 
bus unit, and stores these data in the third storage device 
S3 , 

transmits the monitoring data received by it from the 
program-controlled unit CORE11 associated with it and stored 
in the first storage device SI, via the output terminal OUT2 
and the second bus B2 , to the second communications 
controllers of the second bus unit and the third bus unit, 

checks, by means of the comparison device C, whether the 
monitoring data stored in the storage devices SI to S3 meet 
predefined conditions, 

decides, by means of the decision device D and depending on 
the result of the comparison carried out by the comparison 
device, whether the associated program- controlled unit 
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C0RE11 can remain in operation or continue to operate or 
must be deactivated, 

- controls the associated program- controlled unit C0RE11 via 
5 the output terminal 0UT1 and the AND element AND in 

accordance with the decision made by the decision device D, 

- transmits the decision made by the decision device D, via 
the input and output terminal 10 and the second bus B2 to 

r=|0 the second communications controllers of the second bus unit 

up and of the third bus unit, and 

m - receives, via the input and output terminal IO, the 

decisions which have been made by the decision devices D 
-15 contained in the second communications controllers of the 

;;;•-] second bus unit and of the third bus unit and are 

transmitted by the respective communications controllers, 
via the second bus B2, to the first bus unit BU11. 

20 The monitoring device contained in the third communications 
controller C0MM13 

- receives monitoring data, via the input terminal INI from 
the program- controlled unit CORE11 associated with it, and 

25 stores these data in the first storage device SI, 
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receives, via the third bus B3 and the input terminal IN2 , 
monitoring data originating from the program- controlled unit 
to be monitored and belonging to the second bus unit and 
transmitted by the third communications controller of this 
bus unit, and stores these data in the second storage device 
S2, 

receives, via the third bus B3 and the input terminal IN3 , 
monitoring data originating from the program-controlled unit 
to be monitored and belonging to the third bus unit and 
transmitted by the third communications controller of this 
bus unit, and stores these data in the third storage device 
S3, 

transmits the monitoring data received by it from the 
(third) program-controlled unit C0RE11 associated with it 
and stored in the first storage device SI, via the output 
terminal OUT2 and the third bus B3 , to the third 
communications controllers of the second bus unit and the 
third bus unit, 

checks, by means of the comparison device C, whether the 
monitoring data stored in the storage devices SI to S3 meet 
predefined conditions, 
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- decides, by means of the decision device D and depending on 
the result of the comparison carried out by the comparison 
device, whether the associated program- controlled unit 
C0RE11 can remain in operation or continue to operate or 

5 must be deactivated, 

- controls the associated program-controlled unit CORE11 via 
the output terminal 0UT1 and the AND element AND in 
accordance with the decision made by the decision device D, 

:fl - transmits the decision made by the decision device D, via 
rg the input and output terminal 10 and the third bus B3 , to 

rU the third communications controllers of the second bus unit 

and of the third bus unit, and 

."115 

^ - receives, via the input and output terminal IO, the 

decisions which have been made by the decision devices D 
contained in the third communications controllers of the 
second bus unit and of the third bus unit and are 
2 0 transmitted by the respective communications controllers, 

via the third bus B3 , to the first bus unit BU11. 

It should be clear that the arrangements described can be 
modified in many ways. In particular there is no restriction 

25 
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that the system components to be monitored are a constituent 
part of an anti-lock braking system (the system components 
to be monitored can also be a constituent part of any other 
desired systems) , 

that the system components to be monitored have an identical 
construction and are operated identically (it is also 
possible for system components to be monitored in the manner 
described which have a different construction and/or are 
operated differently and "only" carry out the same or 
mutually corresponding actions) , 

that the system components to be monitored supply the same 
monitoring data (it is also possible for system components 
to be monitored in the manner described which "only" supply 
mutually corresponding monitoring data or monitoring data 
which are in a specific ratio or a specific relationship) , 

that the system components to be monitored are program- 
controlled units (any other desired system components can 
also be monitored in the manner described) , 

that the system components to be monitored and/or the 
monitoring devices associated with them are connected to one 
another via one or more buses (the system components to be 
monitored and the monitoring devices associated with them 
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can be provided at any desired locations in the system and 
can be connected to one another in any desired manner) , 

- that the system components to be monitored and/or the 

5 monitoring devices associated with them, if connected via a 

plurality of buses, are connected to one another via three 
buses (the system components to be monitored and the 
monitoring devices associated with them can be connected to 
one another via any desired number of buses) , and 

10 

- that the monitoring devices are a constituent part of 
communications controllers (the monitoring devices can also 
be a constituent part of other devices or separate devices) . 

15 In following the above description, irrespective of the 

details of the practical implementation, it is possible, under 
all circumstances, to detect reliably whether, and if 
appropriate, which of the system components to be monitored is 
operating in a faulty manner. 
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